Self-reported symptoms of reproductive tract infections among rural women in Hainan, China: prevalence rates and risk factors.
The goal of this study was to examine risk of reproductive tract infections (RTIs) among women in rural China, including prevalence, influence of sociodemographic characteristics, knowledge, hygienic practices, attitudes, and behaviors related to premarital and extramarital sex, and abortion. During 2000, a stratified cluster sample of 606 rural married women in Hainan province completed an interviewer-administered standardized questionnaire. Overall, 39% of participants reported at least 1 RTI symptom in their lifetime and 20% during the past 6 months. Having had premarital sex, having sex during menstruation, belonging to an ethnic minority, being knowledgeable about RTIs, and living in a village at medium economic level were all related to having RTI symptoms. Among married women in rural China, the prevalence of RTI symptoms was high, indicating the need for health education, particularly targeting women from ethnic minorities and resource-poor areas.